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October 6, 1964, will go down as a red-letter day fo~~~~epartment of Agricul-
tural Engineering. On that date the Illinois ·Boe, ~Slf Higher Education approved 
the petition of the department for authority to admia~~er programs looking toward 
the doctor of philosophy -degree with a major in agricultural engineering. This 
action culminates efforts extending over some ten years, and the fine accomplish-
ment can be attributed to many individuals and groups both in and outside the de-
partment. Four young men are presently working toward the doctorate in the de-
partment: Roscoe Pershing, M.S. '64, with an undergraduate background at Purdue 
University, having graduated from that institution with highest honors; ~ 
Bubenzer,_ who came to us in February from the land of the Boilermakers, with both 
hls bachelor and master of science degrees from Purdue; Kent Mitchell, who ar-
rived in June from Iowa State University, with bachelor and master of science 
degrees from there; and, finally, Richard Carlson, '63, one of our own honor 
graduates and presently an NSF Engineer Trainee. Certainly no finer qualified 
group of young scholars could be assembled to get the doctorate program under way. 
In this program, emphasis will be placed on the development and execution of gradu-
ate programs at the highest level by students with clearly superior academic back-
grounds. 
CENTRAL ILLINOIS SECTION, ASAE 
The fall meeting will get under way at 9 a.m. on Saturday, November 21. Dr. E. F. 
"Woody" Olver will be the featured speaker (see Staff Notes, page 2). Members of 
the Illinois Student Branch will provide refreshments and tours of the agricultural 
engineering buildings, the Section committees will give reports, a box lunch will 
be served in the main agricultural engineering building, and the afternoon will be 
devoted to seeing the Fighting Illini take the measure of the Michigan State Spar-
tans on the gridiron. Don 1 t miss this event - we will be expecting you. Reserva-
tions may be made s:imply by addressing the department. 
MORE ACHIEVEMENT 
Undergraduate enrollment did not hit a new high at registration time last month, 
but it 'did equal the record high established in 1959· Breakdown of our 104 under-
graduate students by classes is freshmen 32, sophomores 18, juniors 21,-s€niors 32, 
and unclassified 1. We are of course pleased with the upward trend in enrollment, 
but possibly the greatest thrill comes from the splendid high school academic per-
formance of most of the 32 freshmen. 
KEEPING UP WITH THE ALUMNI 
Paul Anderson, '61, is working for the J. I. Case Company in Racine, Wisconsin. 
He is in product testing and will soon be taking on new responsibilities at the Case 
Proving Grounds in Arizona. 
Edward Farnan, M.S. '59, a recent visitor to the department, is now engineering 
representative for Vickers, Inc., with headquarters in Chicago. 
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James P. Jensen, '62, and his attractive wife recently visited the department. 
Jim has completed a tour of duty with the Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia, and is looking forward to returning to his work with the Soil Conserva-
tion Service. His first assignment will be in western Illinois, with headquarters 
at Macomb. 
EarlL. Moss, '49, area engineer for the Soil Conservation Service at Pekin, is 
being transferred to the staff of the Watershed-River Basin Party headquartered in 
Champaign. He will serve in the capacity of planning engineer. 
Earl E. Evans, '60, an engineer with the Soil Conservation Service in Decatur, is 
being transferred to the Pekin office. 
Neil F. Bogner, '50, construction management engineer, Soil Conservation Service, 
Milwaukee, has been transferred to the Engineering and Watershed Planning Unit, 
Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. He will continue as a construction engineer. 
David C. Ralston, '52, until recently a design engineer, Engineering and Watershed 
Planning Unit, Soi~ Conservation Service, Milwaukee, is now assistant state conser-
vation engineer with the Service in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
E. R. (Dick) Eckert, '62, has forsaken California for Illinois and is an engineer, 
with the New Product Development Section, Harvestore Division, A. 0. Smith Corpor-
ation, Arlington Heights. Dick was married just before leaving California, and the 
newlyweds are at home in Carpentersville. 
Joseph W. Haas, '53, was appointed State Conservation Engineer of the U. S. Soil 
Conservation Service in Illinois in June, succeeding 0. T. Dobyns retired. He spent 
the 1963-64 school year on study leave at Stanford University on a Career Education 
Award from the National Institute of Public Affairs of the Ford Foundation. Of a 
total of 42 awards to federal employees, his was the only one in the Soil Conserva-
tion Service and one of two in the U. s. Department ~f Agriculture. At the close 
of the year he earned both the Master of Science Degree in Civil Engineering and a 
Certificate in Public Affairs. 
Richard "Dick" Reeves, '47, is a person of many hats. In addition to his regular 
assignment as vice-president (engineering) of the Decatur Pump Company, he is a mem-
ber of the Agricultural Engineering Department Advisory Committee, a lay leader at 
the First Methodist Church in Decatur, and a trustee and member of the executive 
committee of Wesley Foundation here · on the U. of ·I. catnpu:~r. · 
STAFF NOTES 
Dr. E. F. "Woody" Olver has returned from attending the VIth International Confer-
ence on Agricultural Engineering held at Lausanne, Switzerland. Mrs. Olver ac-
companied him. A report of the conference will be a feature of the Central Illinois 
Section get-together scheduled for the agricultural engineering building on campus 
on Saturday morning, November 21. 
While Professor D. G. ",Don" Jedele is on sabbatical leave for study at the Univer-
sity of California, Davis, Mr. Ove Uggerby has agreed to take on some of Dan's du-
ties in the area of farm housing. Ove is a practicing architect in Champaign and 
was formerly a member of our agricultural engineering staff. 
Professor Ralph Hay is devoting a major share of his time to activities in the Co-
operative Extension Service in Agriculture and Home Economics. Ralph will be re-
sponsible for the erosion control and small watershed engineering phases of the 
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department's extension program. Along with Dr. B. A. Jones and Professor P.· A. 
Boving, he has arranged an air tour for 15 University and SCS staff personnel to 
attend a demonstration of improved-type terraces in Floyd County, Iowa. The demon-
stration will be conducted by engineers from the Iowa Cooperative Extension Serv-
ice in cooperation with SCS engineers from that state. 
The department has another registered professional engineer, Dr. D. L. 'Day. Don 
passed his examinations in the spring. By quick count this brings the departmental 
total of registered professional engineers to 22. 
Mr. Douglas B. "Doug" Bauling is providing a valuable and much appreciated service 
in the Agricultural Experiment .Station by acting as expediter for small building 
projects within the Station. Doug is finding that in providing an engineering 
service of this type many things enter into the picture in addition to design--
to mention a few, getting along with people and completing a job at the same time 
it is conceived. 
Henry Schaper, a native of Iowa, and a graduate of the two-year technician course 
at Iowa State University, recently joined the staff as an Instrument and Measure-
ment Technician I. 
Last spring Dr. Donnell L. "Don" Hunt was elected to honorary membership in the 
Illinois Ag Mech Club. To date he is the first and only individual so honored. 
Mrs. Mary M. Hay, mother of Professor Ralph Hay, recently passed away at her home 
in ~arker, Kansas. 
For the past few years Professor Paul Bateman has had as an extracurricular ac-
tivity the preparation of a departmental history. HopefUlly the mass of data Paul 
has assembled may soon be organized and released in a series of highly readable, 
well illustrated articles. 
Bill.Muir recently completed requirements for the Master of Science degree with a 
major in agricultural engineering. Bill is now on a fellowship sponsored by the 
Canadian Government and is studying toward his doctorate at the University of 
Saskatchewan. 
Rollin Strohman has completed requirements for the Master of Science degree with 
a major in agricultural engineering and is a junior staff member in the Department 
of Agricultural Engineering at Purdue University. Rollin is continuing his formal 
educational program looking toward the doctorate. 
Mr. Sigfrid Bjerninger, Swedish Institute of Agricultural Engineering, was a re-
cent visitor in the department. 
DEPARI'MENTAL EVENTS - PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 
The traditional Student-Staff Stag was held on Thursday evening, September 24, with 
about 100 in attendance. This is a party given by the staff for agricultural engi-
neering students. The announcement to the students stated: "Leave your money at 
home - the staff foots ' the bill." - The native Illinois county, state, or country of 
each person in attendance was pinpointed on a large map. Informality, good food in 
great abundance, and imaginative games kept spirits high and the basement floor of 
the "Ark" a place of intense activity. 
We will be welcoming back to the campus several agricultural engineering alumni on 
November 13 and 14. This is the weekend the Engineering Alumni Committee meets on 
campus. One primary mission of the committee is to provide liaison between the 
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College of Engeering and the high schools over the state. This is a most inter-
esting assignment - if you would like to know more, a note of inquiry from you 
will bring fUll details. 
Then on October 8 the staff sponsored a picnic for members of the Ag Mech Club. 
This organization is made up of students enrolled in the general agriculture cur-
riculum who have elected the agricultural mechanization option. The picnic was 
held at the agricultural engineering farm on Race Street, Urbana, and the damp, 
cold weather was not conducive to such activities. However, horsehoe pitching, 
volleyball, a roaring fire, and the snappy weather whetted appetites (which actu-
ally didn't need whetting), and copious quantities of wieners, potato salad, baked 
beans, pop and, yes, ice cream,- were consumed. 
Farm Structures Day is scheduled for November 19 and will be held in the auditor-
ium of Bevier Hall beginning at 9:30 a.m. Come and hear the development of the 
day's theme, "What 1 s Ahead for Livestock Housing in Illinois." Programs and de-
tails are available upon request. As in past years, this event is presented 
jointly by the Extension Division of the University, the Illinois Retail Lumber 
and Material Dealers' Association, and the Department of Agricultural Engineering. 
On September 30 the semiannual business meeting of the Illinois Farm Electrifica-
tion Couricil was held at Motel Urbana. The Council is made up of representatives 
of all electric power suppliers in the state along with representatives from the 
University, farm organizations, the farm advisers, and the farm press. These groups 
have as a common interest and goal helping the Illinois farmer make more effective, 
efficient, and safe use of electrical energy and equipment. The program of the 
Council is a dynamic, far-reaching one. 
A workshop on grain drying is scheduled for January 19-21 in the Assembly Hall, 
Sponsored by the Illinois Farm Electrification Council, the workshop will bring 
participants of eminence not only in the field of engineering, but also in such 
areas as economics, agronomy, and the farm press. A tentative program may be ob-
tained on request to the department. 
The annual inspection trip for senior agricultural engineers will get under way 
on Wednesday, October 28, at 6:00 a.m.· After breakfast at the Lanham home, the 
group of seventeen students and five staff members will head toward Honeggers and 
Company, Fairbury; visit the Stroller Farm, Gridley; and complete the first day's 
inspection at the Knoedler Company, 'streator. After spending the night in LaSalle, 
the group will continue to the H. D. Hume Products, Mendota, and the Structural 
Clay Products Research Foundation, Geneva. The final day will include two stops -
at Allis-Chalmers, Harvey, and the A. 0. Smith Corporation, Kankakee. 
The annual freshman dinner will be held on Tuesday evening, October 20, at Uncle 
John's Pancake House, Champaign. This is a "no speeches" affair to which a staff 
member invites, calls for, ·and takes three freshmen. Purposes of the dinner are 
to get better acquainted, to show the agricultural engineering freshmen what warm, 
friendly people make up the staff, and to convey to them the sincere desire of the 
faculty to help in any rpossible way make their stay at the University a rich, re-
warding experience. 
ATTENTION, AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING ALUMNI 
Within the next few weeks you will be receiving a request for your current address 
and activities. When the letter arrives, won't you take pen in hand and give us 
the information we seek. It will be deeply appreciated and will make further fol-
lowup unnecessary. A current alumni listing in the department might conceivably 
be helpful to you - this has happened. 
Our best wishes to Illini Agricultural Engineers everywhere. 
FBL:ng Frank B. Lanham 
